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BKFA Kite Competitions
Rulebook

Altitude Sprint Kite Competition
Introduction
This is one in a series of Rule Books adopted by the British Kite Flying Association and freely available to anyone who would like to use them.

They have been developed from a number of sources and these are acknowledged in the relevant Rule Book.

In each of the Rule Books we have tried to add some background information on how the competition came about – this may assist commentators and others describing events.

Rules for the Altitude Sprint Kite Competition

1. Object of the competition

The object of the competition is to fly a kite to the greatest altitude possible within a set period of time.  The winner shall be the flier whose kite is judged to be the highest above local ground level when the end of the competition is announced.

a. Rules

There are two sets of rules, Northern and Southern.  Either may be used at the discretion of the event organiser or any other official organising the altitude sprint competition.

b. Competition duration

The competition may be of any duration but 60 seconds should be considered usual.  Duration should be reduced where winds are strong and may be extended in light winds on large sites.  The duration may be decided at the discretion of the event organiser or any other official organising the altitude sprint competition.

c. Northern Rules

The winner is the flier of the highest kite at the end of the allotted sprint time e.g. the 60th second.  The judges must make an instant decision on which kite, in their opinion, is the highest at the declared time.  If it is impossible to separate two or more kites, a run-off shall be ordered.

d. Southern Rules

At the end of the sprint time competitors must not move and must not let line in or out.  A short period of time is allowed to allow the kites to settle before the judges make their decision.  The length of the “settling period” will vary depending on local conditions and shall be determined by the judges such that, in their sole opinion, every kite has achieved its greatest altitude.

2. Eligible kites

There are no restrictions on what kites may be entered for the competition.  The judges may decide that a particular kite may not start if in their opinion it would be unsafe to fly it in the prevailing conditions or if its lack of stability was such as to seriously disadvantage other competitors.  The judges’ decision in this matter shall be final and binding.

3. Information to be given to competitors before the competition commences

Competitors shall be informed as to whether Northern or Southern rules will apply and the difference shall be made clear to them if necessary.  The duration of the altitude sprint will also be given and an official shall make clear how the start and end of the competition shall be announced.

4. Starting the competition

Competitors are registered and line-up kite in hand.  All shall start with the towing point of their kite bridle in hand or, if there is no bridle, at a point on the line such that there is no more than 50 cm of line between the point at which they are holding the line and the point at which the line attaches to the kite. A judge or other official shall then start the competition with a clearly understood signal.

5. Ending the competition

A judge or other official shall announce clearly when half the allotted time has passed.  A judge or other official shall then count down the final 10 seconds of the competition.

6. Judging the competition

The judges shall then reach their decision based on the agreed rules, either Northern or Southern.  Their decision shall be final and binding.

7. Interruptions to the competition

There shall be no re-runs, except where the judges decide otherwise, as a result of tangled kites and/or crashes.

Background

Altitude Sprinting has a long history in kite flying although 100 years ago competitions were for overall altitude with a generous time allowance. Altitude sprinting was revived for the York Kite Festival in 1986.  The time allowed then was 2 minutes and this continued for many years.  

George Webster, a commentator at many kite festivals and someone who has assiduously promoted altitude sprinting was reading Kitelines, the American kite magazine and talking to American fliers who revealed that sprints in the ‘States were generally 30- 60 seconds.  Since then English altitude sprinting has generally been for 60 seconds, varied to take account of wind conditions and the festival’s height limit and other local conditions.

Altitude sprinting has proved popular at Festivals because:

· It provides the public with a competition rather than a demo;

· It gives an opportunity for fliers of smaller, less ostentatious kites to shine and it produces a mix of kites in the arena.

A problem can be the subjective nature of the judging. This has to be done by eye as there is as yet no practical optical or electronic system.  American sports rangefinders have been tried but did not work.  A minimum of two judges is required to allow one to look down and one cross wind.  Three is much better.  Judges should see the kites on the ground as knowing their relative size is a help to judging them in the air.

