
                                               

General Meeting of the BKFA 

held by Zoom on 24 January 2021, commencing at 2 pm. 
 

Minutes 
 
 

Present: John Dobson (Herrington, secretary), Jerry Swift (NEKF, chairman), John Usher (Essex),), Gareth 
Williams (KKF, treasurer),), Simon Hennessey (Brighton), John Elvin (BKF) Bill Souten (MKF). 

1. Welcome 
The chairman welcomed members to the meeting. 
 

 Apologies 
Apologies were received from Dave Mitchell.  
 

2. Minutes of the last AGM and Matters Arising 
The minutes of the 2018 AGM were accepted (proposed Simon Hennessey, seconded Gareth Williams). 
There were no matters arising not covered elsewhere in the Agenda. 

3. Chairman’s Report 
 Jerry Swift gave the Chairman’s report.   

(i) BKFA has through Jerry Swift been in correspondence with a local council concerning the wording of 
a local by-law intended to govern kiteflying in a local open space. A copy of an approved version will 
be sent round in order to assist the formation of similar by-laws elsewhere.  

(ii) Jerry gave an update on the CAP regulations, which to some extent now correctly distinguish 
between kites and drones though future harmonisation with EU regulations may still be problematic 
from a kiting point of view. There may also be still a risk relating to kites weighing more than 2kg. 
There has been no effective change since last year, and the situation will be kept under review 
during 2021 and a further report made at the next AGM. 

 Treasurer’s Report 
 Jerry Swift gave the Treasurer’s report. A copy is appended to these minutes. The report was accepted 

without further discussion. 
  Although the account balance is healthy enough, Jerry is not in a position to underwrite the annual 

insurance premium for clubs that cannot or do not pay their account promptly. Clubs that do not pay BKFA 
on time will no longer be insured after our annual insurance policy expires. 

 Secretary’s Report 
2019 had been a quiet year for BKFA. We have had a request for membership from KiteCrew Ireland (based 
in County Down and hence in the UK). Jerry proposed to accept the application, seconded by John Dobson. 
Jerry would write an appropriate welcome letter. 

o 

4 Membership Fees 
It was agreed to  maintain the membership fees at their present level. 

5. Affiliations to Other Institutions 
a) Sport and Recreation Alliance. 

SRA continue to provide a steady stream of information on emerging legislation etc. and we 
believe it is value for money; it is also important also that we are seen to be members for credibility 
reasons. 

b) Royal Aero Club. 
RAeC are still keen, for historical reasons, to keep us in membership, and have in previous years 
agreed a reduction in membership fees to £75 in view of our small membership and limited 
resources, which we hope will continue.  



 
It was agreed to continue our subscriptions to both organisations (proposed Jerry Swift, seconded 
Simon Hennessey ). 
 

6. Risk Assessment and Reporting 
There have been no reported incidents this year. However, it was pointed out that we now have to consider 
risks due to the current and possible future outbreaks of epidemic infection. This might require a  
modification to our Constitution and an Extraordinary General Meeting to ratify any such change. Jerry would 
produce a draft change if such is required. 
 

7. Insurance  
Although there has been no kiteflying in 2020 and hence no insurance claims, premiums are still expected to 
rise in 2021 to cover the insurance  company’s increased costs due to inflation and Covid-19. 

8. Election of Committee 
The Committee members present agreed to continue in their current offices. 
 

9. Any Other Business 
(i) There was a discussion about whether a kite club or association could legally fly a kite bearing  its name 
(and no other text) without falling foul of rules from  CAA and other regulations governing advertising on an 
aircraft. A number of reports to the contrary, believed to be urban myths, are in circulation. It was agreed to 
look at this  if and when a problem actually occurs. 
(ii) Bill Souten agreed to make preliminary enquiry concerning possible presence at the Commonwealth 
Games to be held in Birmingham in 2022. 

10. Date of Next meeting0 
The next AGM would take place through Zoom at a date and time to be decided. 

 
The meeting then closed at 14.35 pm. 
 


